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Chapter 3- Approach and methods 
used to prioritize habitat 

conservation

ÅSection 3.1 Habitat Classification

ÅSection 3.2 Biological Indicators

ÅSection 3.3 Other Metrics?

ÅLandowner Willingness

ÅRelative position to other parcels

ÅThreats of negative impacts

ÅParcel size



Section 3.1 Habitat Classification 

Habitat Types

ÅNearshore

ÅLarge river floodplains
ÅImportant off-channel habitats

ÅOther important streams

ÅUplands



Section 3.1.1 Habitat Classification 
Methods 

Defining Habitat Types

ÅLarge river floodplains: channel 
networks where the bankfull edge of 
channels can be remotely defined.  
Floodplain extent defined by LiDAR and 
FEMA data?
ÅOther important streams: medium sized streams 
such as Salt Creek, or stream segments that a 
biologically significant (e.g., Charley Creek).
ÅImportant off-channel habitats: large or biologically 
important wetland and off-channel habitats (e.g., 
Lower Hoko Wetland Complex)?
ÅUplands: areas not falling within one of the above 
categories or directly adjacent to defined habitats 
(e.g., does not include upland riparian habitat). 



Floodplain Channel Segmentation

ÅA total of 24 channel segments (494 acres of 
stream channel) were delineated within the 
Sekiu, Hoko, Clallam, and Pysht river 
watersheds.

ÅChannel segments were defined based on 
gradient, confinement, and tributary 
confluences.  Used SSHIAP channel 
classification.



Primary Floodplain Habitat Unit 
Classification

ÅLarge River Channels (area within bankfull)
ÅFloodplain habitat within 200ft
ÅFloodplain habitat between 200-400ft
ÅFloodplain habitat between 400-600ft
ÅFloodplain habitat between 600-1,000ft
ÅFloodplain habitat between 1,000-2,000ft
ÅFloodplain/Riparian habitat within 200ft 
(indeterminate)
ÅRiparian habitat within 200ft
ÅTerraces





756, 20%

1175, 31%

1448, 38%

428, 11%

Clallam

Hoko

Pysht

Sekiu

Chart depicting floodplain habitat acreage by watershed, reported 

in acres and percentage of total acres.



Large River Floodplain Features

ÅStarted with the approach used in the Clallam 
River Watershed Assessment.

ï Modified the Clallam River approach by including 
all floodplain features.  All land/area within 
floodplain was classified as a feature type.



Example from Clallam River



Example of riparian conditions for 
Clallam River Assessment.

Riparian Conditions 
Un-Impaired/slightly Impaired

ÅCLD (conifer large dense), MLD (mixed large dense), and BFD 
(forested beach deposits)

Riparian conditions within the impaired riparian function category 
included: CLS

(conifer large sparse), CMD (conifer medium dense), DLD 
(deciduous large dense), DMD (deciduous medium dense), MLS 
(mixed large sparse), MMD (mixed medium sparse), and MMS 

(mixed medium sparse). 

Riparian conditions within the nonfunctioning category included: 
CSD (conifer small dense), DSD (deciduous small dense), MSS 

(mixed small sparse), MSD (mixed small dense), UFBD (un-forested 
beach deposit), P (pasture), PPT (pasture with planted trees), 

ODNF (other disturbed unforested areas ), SH (state highway), PVR 
(private road), OPR (other public road), RRG (railroad grade), HD 

(high density housing), and RR (rural residential).



Floodplain Feature Types

ÅStreams (S)

ÅWetlands and off-channel 
habitat (W)

ÅForested Areas (F)

ÅUn-forested areas (U)



Floodplain Feature Types: Streams

ÅLarge Rivers (LR): Large river floodplain 
channels.

ÅMedium Streams (MS): other type 1 
waters/shorelines of the state.  These are 
streams and rivers with greater than 20 
cfs mean annual flow.  May also include 
large Type 2 streams.

ÅSmall Streams (SS): other small streams 
utilized by anadromous salmonids.



Example of Large River



Example of Medium Stream


